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‘ Yesterday  is  JdISTO(RT. 
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/fere  is  your  editor  dreaming  of  tfie  future  with  fots  of  incoming  materia  f  to  print. 


Today  is  a  CjlET. 

That  is  why  it  is  caCCed the  EdYESE'TT. 
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susee  tAecr&ers 

(2-2-05  to  7-15-05) 

Welcome  to  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins! 


R-3062 

William  Zachow,  NY 

R-3063 

Jim  Cooper,  KY 

R-3064 

James  Duly,  MD 

R-3065 

Richard  Stoner,  WA 

R-3066 

Victor  Easley,  NY 

R-3067 

Michael  Connelly,  CA  (Sponsor:  Michael  Garafalo) 

R-3068 

Jim  Carr,  NH  (Sponsor:  Michael  Garafalo) 

R-3069 

Jim  McGlashon,  U.K. 

R-3070 

Paul  Buenger,  MO 

R-3071 

James  Lawler,  TX 

R-3072 

Sherman  L.  Rose,  CT 

Now  the  sad  news!  We  have  removed  or  dropped  thirty-three  members  from  the  Society  for 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  mailing  list  for  non-payment  of  2005  SUSCC  dues.  No  responses  to 
a  second  dues  notice  were  received  as  of  July  15,  2005.  Apparently,  many  associations  and  clubs 
are  losing  a  few  members. 


Q:  Where  is  SUSCC  member  Ronald  Quinn?  His  Utah  P.O.  Box  number  and  his  home  address 
are  NG  (not  good). 

Gary  Beedon 

SUSCC  Secretary 


Thanks  to  Dr.  John  Noel! 

On  February  26,  2005  SUSCC  member  Dr.  John  Noel  traveled  from  Arizona  to  Long  Beach 
to  and  gave  a  great  "show  &  tell"  type  presentation  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  in  California  on  an 
interesting  topic,  "Memorabilia  and  Holders  of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Connecticut 
Commemorative  Coins." 

Twenty  people  attended  to  hear  John  talk  about  and  show  his  various  original  Connecticut 
coin  boxes,  and  BTW  material.  He  had  a  nice  unused  Booker  T.  Washington  (BTW)  5<t  punch 
board  with  all  ten  of  the  BTW  half  dollars  intact  in  an  arc  on  the  board.  It  was  purchased  on 
ebay  for  a  song,  we  were  told. 

Note:  Both  SUSCC  and  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Club  are  partners  in  providing  speakers  at  this 
show.  It  makes  it  so  much  easier  for  both  clubs  to  attract  attendees  for  the  meetings. 
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f Prices  60 years  ago! 


COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


.411  Uncirculated  Unless  Otherwise  Stated 


1892  Columbian  Exposition  $  1.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition  1.00 

1893  Isabella  Quarter  9.00 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar  12.50 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Expos.  20.00 

1918  Lincoln  3.00 

1920  Maine  Centennial  5.00 

1930  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  2.00 

1921  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  6.50 

1921  Alabama.  Plain  7.50 

1921  Alabama.  2*2  15.00 

1921  Missouri  27.50 

1921  Missouri.  2x4  35.00 

1922  G  rant  Memorial  2.50 

1922  Grant  with  star  65.00 

1923  Monroe  Doctrine  2.50 

1924  Huguenot  Walloon  3.75 

1925  California  Jubilee  5.00 

1925  Lexington-Concord  3.00 

1925  Norse,  thin  (medal)  6.50 

1925  Norse,  thick  (medal)  2.50 

1925  Stone  Mountain  1.25 

1925  Vancouver  15.00 

1926  Philadelphia  Sesqui  2.50 

1927  Vermont  6.00 

1928  Hawaiian  Sesqui  30.00 

1934  Maryland  2.50 

1935  Connecticut  .  .  .  7.50 

1935  Hudson  .  .  15.00 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  12.50 

1935  San  Diego  2.25 

1936  Alban}',  N.  Y.  2.75 

1936  Bridgeport  .  .  2.50 

1936  Cincinnati.  Set  of  3  25.00 

1936  Cleveland  1.75 

1936  Columbia.  Set  of  3  8.50 

1936  Delaware  Tercentenary  3.00 

1936  Elgin,  Ill.  2.25 

1936  Gettysburg  .  .  4.00 

1936  Long  Island  1.50 

1936  Lynchburg  3.50 

1936  Norfolk  .  .  4.50 

1936  Rhode  Island.  Set  of  3  7.00 

1936  Robinson  1.75 

1936  San  Diego  2.50 


1936  San  Francisco  $  3.50 

1936  Wisconsin  .  .  2.25 

1936  York  County,  Me.  2.00 

1937  Antietam  6.50 

1937  Roanoke  Island  3.00 

1938  New  Rochelle  3.50 

1935  Arkansas  Centennial  2.50 

1935  Arkansas.  S  mint  4.50 

1935  Arkansas.  D  mint  4.50 

1936  Arkansas.  Set  of  3  5.50 

1936  Arkansas.  P  mint  2.00 

1937  Arkansas.  Set  of  3  13.50 

1938  Arkansas.  Set  of  3  20.00 

1939  Arkansas.  Set  of  3  60.00 

1934  Boone  Bicentennial  2.50 

1935  Boone  2.00 

1935  Boone.  D  mint  .  4.50 

1935  Boone.  S  mint  4.50 

1935  Boone.  Small  1934  2.00 

1935  Boone.  Sm.  1934.  D  &  S  65.00 

1936  Boone  .  .  2.00 

1936  Boone.  D  &  S  mint  9.00 

1937  Boone  .  .  2.00 

1937  Boone.  D  &  S  mint  55.00 

1938  Boone.  Set  of  3  65.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail  2.00 

1926  Oregon.  S  mint  2.00 

1928  Oregon  4.50 

1933  Oregon  6.50 

1934  Oregon  4.50 

1936  Oregon  2.50 

1936  Oregon.  S  mint  8.50 

1937  Oregon  2.00 

1938  Oregon.  Set  of  3  12.50 

1939  Oregon.  Set  of  3  32.50 

1934  Texas  Centennial  2.50 

1Q35  Texas.  Set  of  3  5.50 

1936  Texas  Set  of  3  6.50 

1937  Texas.  Set  of  3  7.50 

1938  Texas.  Set  of  3  32.50 

Complete  set  of  Unc.  Commemo¬ 
rative  Half  Dollars,  111  pieces 
in  two  albums  700.00 


HEX  IK  V  CIKUNTHAL 


I*.  O.  Box  No.  135 


New  York  33,  N.  Y. 
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Commemorative  Coins  and  Their  Postal  Cousins 


By  R.  C.  Kientzle,  III 


»  w  w 


I  he  Classic  Commemorative  coins  consist  of  over  50  distinct  types  with  many  of  these 
having  philatelic  counterparts.  Some  coins  possess  many  tie-ins  such  as  the  Columbian  and 

*  ■>'  ^  V,  »  V  W  X.  «  1X7  1>  ...  _  _  ... 

Louisiana  Purchase  issues,  others  have  only  one.  some  have 
none.  The  stamp  designs  range  from  almost  exact  copies  of 
the  numismatic  issue  to  topics  only  distantly  related  to  the 
event  or  person.  For  the  most  pail,  the  stamps  are  relatively 
inexpensive,  costing  less  than  a  dollar,  while  the  Colombians 
can  cost  as  much  as  or  more  than  a  MS-64/65  coin, 
depending  on  the  quality  of  the  stamp.  In  this  article  we  will 
investigate  spectrum  of  the  various  philatelic  cousins  of  our 


WW..  A.A.  A.  A 


JOC  OO  XX.  -X- 


United  States  commemorative  coins. 


Columbian  Exposition  Issues  (1892-93) 


The  World's  Columbian  Exposition  half-dollar  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
United  States  commemorative  coin.  The  U.S.  Mint  at  Philadelphia  struck  950.000  half  dollars 

dated  1 892,  and 

1,550,405  dated  189.3. 

Both  issues  are 
identical  with 

exception  of  the  date. 

Philatelic  tie-ins 

consist  of  sixteen 
stamps  printed  for  the 
celebration  of  the 

400th  anniversary  of  Columbus'  Landing  in  the  New  World.  Each  of 
the  stamps  has  a  different  theme  in  the  planning  and  discovery  of  the 
Americas,  from  the  Columbus  Soliciting  the  Aid  of  Isabella ,  the 
Landing  of  Columbus ,  to  the  Columbus  Describing  His  Third  Voyage 
issues.  Seventeen  stamps  were  issued  with  postage  values  ranging 
from  1-cent  to  $5.  Production  ranges  from  the  Landing  of  Columbus 
2-cent  stamp  being  the 
most  common  with  an 
issue  of  almost  a 
billion  and  a  half 
stamps  to  the  paltry  amount  of  26,350  for  the 
Isabella  and  Columbus  four-dollar  denomination. 

The  Isabella  quarter,  by  petition  of  the 
Board  of  Lady  Managers,  was  minted  in  1893  for 
the  exposition  also  has  philatelic  tie-ins  among  the 
seventeen  types  issued  by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service.  Mintage  for  this  coin  is  a  meager  24,214 
coins  making  it  a  very  scare  and  sought  issue,  as  well  as  the  only  quarter-dollar  denomination  of 
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the  earl\  commemoratives. 


Other  issues  and  statistics  are  shown  below. 


V.  S.  Postage-Columbian  Exposition  Issues,  1893 


230 

1  -cent 

Columbus  Sights  Land 

231 

2 -cent 

Landing  of  Columbus 

232 

3-cent 

The  Santa  Maria 

233 

4-cent 

Fleet  of  Columbus-ultramarine 

233a 

4-cent 

blue  (error) 

234 

5 -cent 

Columbus  Seeking  Aid 

235 

6-cent 

Columbus  at  Barcelona 

236 

8-cent 

Columbus  Restored  to  Favor 

237 

1 0-cent 

Columbus  Presenting  Indians 

238 

15-cent 

Columbus  Announcing 

Discovery 

239 

30-cent 

Columbus  at  La  Rabida 

240 

50-cent 

Recall  of  Columbus 

241 

$1 

Isabella  Pledging  Her  Jewels 

242 

$2 

Columbus  in  Chains 

243 

$3 

Columbus  Describing  His  Third 
Voyage 

244 

$4 

Isabella  and  Columbus 

245 

55 

Portrait  of  Columbus 

-r-v  ^  ^  ^  x»  •v'-  ^  y 


l  nited  States  Mint-Columbian  Exposition  Issues,  1892-1893 


Breen  #  7420  1 892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

7421  1 893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

7422  1893  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar 
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Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Issues  (1903,  1904) 

The  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  held  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  commemorated  the  purchase  of 
the  Louisiana  Territory  from  France  in  1803.  Two  gold  dollars,  one  with  the  portrait  of  Thomas 

Jefferson,  the  president  who 
masterminded  the  purchase,  and  one  of 
William  McKinley,  the  recently 
assassinated  president,  were  minted  to 
raise  funds  for  the  exposition.  The 
reverses  of  both  gold  dollars  are 
identical.  Stamps  were  issued  by  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  in  two,  five,  and 
ten-cent  values  with  portraits  of  Jefferson,  McKinley,  and  the 
map  of  the  Louisiana  Territory.  Others  were  issued  in  values 
of  one  and  three  cents  and  bear  the  portraits  of  Livingston  and 
Monroe  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  France.  All  unused 
stamps  in  this  case  are  rather  pricey,  ranging  from  $35  to  $300 
depending  upon  the  quality.  The  gold  dollars  are  one  of  the 
more  common  gold  commemoratives  both  having  mintages  of 
17,500.  Coins  in  choice  uncirculated  condition  command 
prices  from  $800  to  $1500. 


.  w.  .-oo.  .ooc .  xx . . ». . 


U.  S.  Postage-Louisiana  Purchase  Issues,  1904 


JUS 


Scott#  323 

1-cent 

Robert  R.  Livingston 

324 

2-cent 

Thomas  Jefferson 

325 

3-cent 

James  Monroe 

326 

5-cent 

William  McKinley 

327 

10-cent 

Map  of  Louisiana 

United  States  Mint-Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Issues,  1903 


Breen  #  7424  GoldSl 
Breen#  7426  GoldSl 


1 903  Jefferson 
1903  McKinley 
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Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  Issues,  1909 


The  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  postage  issues  are  very  loosely  connected  to  the  Hudson 
Commemorative  Half  dollar.  The  postage  stamp  issued  in  1909,  shows  Robert  Fulton’s 

invention,  the 
steamboat 
Clermont, 
steaming  its 
way  up  the 
Hudson  River 
in  1807.  The 
issue  also 

shows  Henrick 

Hudson’s  ship,  the  Half  Moon,  which  he  sailed  up  the  Hudson  River  in  1609.  The  reverse  of  the 
Hudson  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  also  depicts  Hudson’s  ship.  The  half  dollar  was  minted  in 
1935  and  is  one  of  the  scarcest  half  dollars  of  the  commemorative  series  with  a  total  of  10,008 
coins.  Two  varieties  of  Fulton  Half  Moon  and  Clermont  stamps  were  printed,  the  rare, 
imperforate,  with  only  216,480  issued  and  the  common  perforated  issue  with  over  72  million 
issued. 

U.  S.  Postage-Hudson-Fulton  Celebration,  1909 

Scott#  372  2-cent  Half  Moon  and  Clermont,  Perf. 

373  2-cent  Half  Moon  and  Clermont,  Imperf. 

United  States  Mint-Hudson  Half  Dollar,  1935 

Breen  #7515  Half  Dollar  Obverse-Seal  of  the  City  of  Hudson,  Reverse-Half  Moon 

Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition  Issues,  1915 


The  Panama  Pacific  Exposition  launched  a  multitude  of  commemorative  coins  as  well  as 
philatelic  issues.  For  celebration  of  the  exposition  the  United  States  mint  produced  five  different 

coins  and  four 
denominations 
while  the  Postal 
Service  issued 
four  stamps. 

Coins  issued  were 
the  half  dollar, 
gold  one  dollar, 

quarter  eagle,  and  two  types  of  the  magnificent  50-dollar  gold. 

Half  dollars  are  scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  of  MS-65  and  above  as  only  27,134  coins 
were  produced.  Three  gold  commemorative  coins  were  minted,  the  gold  dollar,  being  one  of  the 
most  common,  the  quarter  eagle,  a  very  scarce  issue,  and  the  very  rare  50-dollar  gold.  Two  types 
were  issued,  one  round  and  one  octagonal,  both  very  rare  and  very  much  in  demand. 
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Four  stamps  were  issued  in  1,  2,  5  and  10  cent  denominations.  The  one-cent  depicts 
Balboa,  discoverer  of  the  Panama  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  two-cent  show  the  locks  of  the 
recently  completed  Panama  Canal,  the  5-cent  displays  a  panorama  of  the  Golden  Gate,  and  lastly 
the  10-cent.  the  Discovery  of  San  Francisco  Bay. 


United  States  Postage-Panama  Pacific  Exposition  Issues,  1915 


Scott  #  397 

1  -cent 

398 

2-cent 

399 

5-cent 

400 

1 0-cent 

400A 

1 0-cent 

Balboa 

Locks.  Panama  Canal 
Golden  Gate 

Discovery  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
Discover}'  or  San  Francisco  Bay-Orange 


United  States  Mint-Panama  Pacific  Exposition  Issue,  1915 


Breen#  7431 

7432 

7435 

7436 

7438 

7439 

7440 


Half  Dollar-Normal  S 

Half  Dollar-Double  S 
Gold  Dollar-Normal  S 
Gold  Dollar-Double  S 
Quarter-Eagle 
50-Dollar  Octagonal 
50-Dollar  Round 


Obverse-Miss  Liberty  scatters  flowers  into  Golden  Gate,  Reverse- 
Eagle 

Obverse-Canal  Worker,  Reverse-Dauphins 

Obverse-Miss  Liberty  rides  sidesaddle  on  Hippocampus,  Reverse-Eagle 
Obverse-Athena,  in  Athenian  helmet,  Reverse-Owl 
Obverse-Athena,  in  Athenian  helmet,  Reverse-Owl 


Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Issues,  1920 

The  U.S.  Mint  produced  two  half  dollars  for  the  commemoration  of  the  300th  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  in  what  is  now  Massachusetts.  Two  half  dollars,  dated  1920  and  1921 . 
depict  the  Pilgrims’  ship  Mayflower  as  well  as  William  Bradford  the  Governor  of  the  colony. 
The  stamps  have  similar  themes  as  the  1-cent  Mayflower ,  the  2-cent  The  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims. 
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and  the  5-cent  The  Signing  of  the  Mayflower  Compact.  Of  the  half  dollars  issued  the  1921  issue 
is  the  scarcer  of  the  two  with  a  mintage  of  20,4)00.  The  only  relatively  scarce  stamp  is  the 
Signing  of  the  Mayflower  Compact  at  only  1 1  million. 


United  States  Postage-Pilgrim  Issue,  1920 


Scott#  548  1-Cent 

549  2-Cent 

550  5-Cent 


Mayflower 

Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 
Signing  of  the  Mayflower  Compact 


United  States  Mint-Pilgrim  Issue,  1920,  1921 


Breen#  7448  Half  Dollar 

7449  Half  Dollar 


Obverse  -William  Bradford,  Reverse-Mayflower 
Obverse  -William  Bradford,  Reverse-Mayflower 


Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary  Issue,  1924 


The  Huguenot-Walloon  Commemoratives  were  issued  for  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  New  Netherlands  in  1624.  Huguenots  and  Dutch  Calvinists  aboard  the  Nieuw 

Nederlandt  arrived  and 
established  settlements  on 
the  Hudson  River  in  upstate 
New  York.  The  obverse  of 
the  coin  shows  Admiral 
Gespard  de  Coligny  and 
William  the  Silent  (William 
I  Prince  of  Orange,  both 
devout  Protestants.  The  reverse  depicts  the  ship  Nieuw  Nederlandt  at  sail.  The  stamps  issued 
were  of  three  denominations,  one-cent  The  Nieuw  Nederlandt ,  two-cent  The  Landing  at  Fort 
Orange ,  and  five-cent  Huguenot  Monument ,  the  only  scarce  issue. 
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United  States  Postage-Huguenot-Walloon  300th  Anniversary  Issue,  1924 


Scott  #  614  1-Cent 

615  2-Cent 

616  5-Cent 


New  Netherland 
Landing  at  Fort  Orange 
Huguenot  Monument,  Florida 


United  States  Mint-Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar,  1924 

Breen  #  7459  Halt  Dollar  Obverse-Admiral  Coligny,  William  the  Silent,  Reverse-Nieuw  Nederlandt 


Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  Issues,  1925 


The  sesquicentennial  of  “The  Shot  Heard  Around  the  World”,  the  battles  of  Lexington 
and  Concord  are  celebrated  by  the  production  of  both  commemorative  coins  and  stamps.  The 


commemorative  half  dollar  depicts  French’s  Minuteman  statue  on  the  obverse  while  the  reverse 
shows  the  Old  Belfry  at  Lexington.  The  5-cent  stamp  and  commemorative  com  share  the  same 
image  of  French’s  statue.  Both  are  common  issues.  Other  stamps  issued  were  the  1-cent, 
Washington  at  Cambridge ,  and  the  2-cent,  Birth  of  Liberty. 

United  States  Postage-Lexington-Coneord  Sesquicentennial,  1925 


Scott#  617 

1-cent 

Washington  at  Cambridge 

618 

2-cent 

Birth  of  Liberty 

619 

5-cent 

Statue  of  Minuteman 
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I  nited  States  Mint-Lcxington-Concord  Issues,  1925 


Breen#  74b2  Half  Dollar  Obverse-Minuteman  Statue,  Reverse-Old  Belfry 


United  States  Sesquicentennial  Issues,  1926 


In  honor  of  Sesquicentennial  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  in  1926  both  the 
U.S.  Mint  and  Postal  Service  issued  commemoratives.  The  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint,  J.  R. 

Sinnock  designed  two  coins,  a 
silver  half  dollar  and  a  gold 
quarter  eagle.  The  half  dollar 
depicts  the  busts  of  George 
Washington  and  Calvin 
Coolidge  on  the  obverse  with 
the  Liberty  Bell,  not  unlike  the 
image  on  the  Franklin  Half,  on 
the  reverse.  The  design  was 
sculpted  in  very  shallow  relief  is 
usually  incompletely  struck. 
Nice  looking  coins  are  very  difficult  to  find  in  any  grade.  A  half  dollar  in  MS-65  carries  a  hefty 
$4000  to  $5000  price  tag.  The  quarter  eagle,  also  struck  in  very  low  relief,  shows  Miss  Liberty 
holding  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  one  hand  and  a  torch  in  the  other.  The  reverse  has  a 


rendition  of  Independence  Hall, 
where  the  declaration  was  signed. 
The  gold  quarter  eagle  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  last  gold  commemorative  struck  until  1984  and  the  last  commemorative 
quarter  eagle  issued.  A  philatelic  tie-in  for  the  sesquicentennial  depicts  the  Liberty  Bell,  a  very 
common  issue  at  307  million  stamps. 


12 


United  States  Postage-Sesquicentennial  Issue,  1926 

Scott  #  627  2-Cent  Liberty  Bell 

United  States  Mint  Sesquicentennial  Issues,  1926 

Breen  #  7466  Half  Dollar  Obverse-Washington,  Coolidge,  Reverse-Liberty  Bell 

7467  Quarter  Eagle  Obverse-Miss  Liberty,  Reverse-Independence  Hall 

Battle  of  Bennington  Sesquicentennial  Issues,  1927 

th 

The  150  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Vermont  was  the  special  occasion  for  the 
issuance  of  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and  some  directly  connected  postage  stamps.  The 

founder  of  Vermont,  Ira 
Allen,  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  is  depicted  on  the  half 
dollar  obverse,  while  a  cat  of 
undisclosed  species  prowls 
the  reverse.  The  cat 
represents  the  “Catamount 
Tavern”  a  special  meeting 
place  for  the  Vermont 
revolutionaries.  This  issue  is 
minted  in  very  high  relief  and  if  nicely  struck  makes  a  spectacular  specimen.  Directly  connected 
are  two  commemorative  stamps,  The  Founding  of  Vermont  and  The  Saratoga  issues.  Lra  Allen 
and  his  Green  Mountain  Boys  at 
Bennington  encountered  British  General 
Burgoyne,  on  his  way  to  Saratoga.  The 
defeat  of  British  forces  at  the  Battle  of 
Bennington  had  a  direct  influence  in 
Burgoyne’ s  demise  at  the  Battle  of 
Saratoga  two  months  later.  The  Vermont 
2-cent  stamp  shows  a  soldier  at  the  Battle 
of  Bennington,  the  Saratoga  2-cent  issue 
has  General  Burgoyne’ s  surrender  at 
Saratoga.  The  British  disaster  at  Saratoga  persuaded  France  and  Spain  to  ally  the  United  States 
in  the  war  eventually  ending  with  Cornwallis’  surrender  at  Yorktown. 


United  States  Postage-Vermont  Sesquicentennial  Issue,  1927 


Scott  #  643  2-Cent 

644  2-Cent 


Battle  of  Bennington 
Burgoyne  Campaign 


United  State  Mint-Vermont  Sesquicentennial  Issue,  1927 


Breen  U  7482  Half  Dollar  Obverse-Ira  Allen,  Reverse-Cat 
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Hawaii  Discovery  Sesquicentennial  Issue,  1928 


l  he  discover)  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  by  Captain  James  Cook  in  1778  is  the  subject  of  a 
commemorative  coin  and  stamps  issued  in  1928.  The  U.S.  Mint  coined  9950  half-dollars 

plus  50-sandblasted  proof 
presentation  pieces  for  the 
celebration.  The  Hawaiian 
Half  is  the  scarcest  of  all  the 
50-piece  type  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  expensive.  The 
obverse  depicts  the  bust  of 
British  Capi.  James  Cook  who 

discovered  the  islands  in  1778.  The  reverse  shows  a  Hawaiian  chieftain 
overlooking  Waikiki  Beach  with  outstretched  arms.  The  philatelic  tie- 
ins  consist  of  three  stamps,  two  issued  in  1928  for  the  celebration  and 
one  in 

1937.  The  postal  service  issued 
overprint  stamps,  (1778-1928)  of 
2-cent  and  5-cent  values  with 
Washington  on  the  former  and 
Theodore  Roosevelt  on  the  latter. 

The  1937  3-cent  denomination  of 
the  Staiue  of  King  Kamehameha  1 
is  closely  connected  to  the  image 
on  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar.  The 
scarce  5-cent  Washington  with 
only  a  million  stamps  issued  commands  modest  price  tag  while  the  King  Kamehameha  3-cent  is 
a  common  stamp  easily  obtained  at  small  cost. 


United  State  Postage-Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Issues,  1928,  1937 

Scott  #  647 
648 
799 

Breen  #  7483 

Commemoratives  Issues  of  the  1930’s 


2- Cent  Washington  Overprint  1778-1928 

5-Cent  T.  Roosevelt  Overprint  1778-1928 

3- Cent  Statue  of  King  Kamehameha 

United  States  Mint-Havvaiian  Sesquicentennial  Issue,  1928 

Half  Dollar  Obverse-Captain  James  Cook,  Reverse-Hawaiian  Chieftain 


During  the  ^dO’s  a  number  of  commemorative  half  dollars  were  minted  that  share 
philatelic  cousins.  Most  issues  only  have  a  one  to  one  ratio  of  coins  to  stamps  with  the 
California  Pacific  Exposition  the  only  coin  with  two  half  dollar  examples  in  1935  and  1936. 
Other  issues  are  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary,  Texas,  Maryland,  and  loosely  connected  the 
Oregon  Trail  and  Virginia  Dare  issues.  Due  to  abuses  by  the  various  commemorative  coin 
commissions  Congress  passed  an  act  that  prevented  the  minting  or  issue  of  any  commemorative 
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coins  authorized  piior  to  March  1,  1939.  I  lie  commemorative  coin  program  was  virtually  dead 
with  only  three  issues  produced  after  1939  and  not  to  resume  until  1982  with  the  Washington 
Half  Dollar. 


Connecticut  Tercentenary  Issue,  1935 


Commemorative  hall  dollars  and  stamps  were  issued  in  1935  lor  the  celebration  of  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Connecticut.  Recognizable  in  both  the  half  dollar  and  the  3- 
cent  stamp  is  the  Charter  Oak,  the  tree 


* 


jfe  &&  061 .  joc  ^  y>o.  jj){  _  ^ 

in  which  the  royal  charter  of 
Connecticut  was  stashed  during  the  reign  of  James  II.  When  James  was  overthrown  in  1688  the 
Charter  was  safe  and  retrieved  from  the  tree  as  the  official  charter  of  Connecticut.  On  as  sad 
note  the  tree,  estimated  to  be  over  a  thousand  years  old  and  25  feet  across,  was  uprooted  in  1 856 
by  a  severe  storm. 


United  States  Postage-Connectieut  Tercentenary  Issue,  1935 

Scott  #  772  3-Cent  Connecticut  300th  Anniversary 

United  States  Mint-Connecticut  Tercentenary  Issue,  1935 

Breen#  7514  Half  Dollar  Obverse-The  Charter  Oak,  Reverse-Eagle 

The  California-Pacific  Exposition  Issues,  1935-1936 

Two  coins  and  one  stamp  were  issued  for  the  exposition  held  in  San  Diego  in  the  1935. 
Half  dollars  were  minted  in  1935  and  1936  at  the  San  Francisco  and  Denver  facilities. 


t 


respectively.  Both  half  dollars  are 
identical  except  for  the  dating  with  the  obverse  shanng  the  same  image,  the  Chapel  of  St.  Francis 
and  the  California  Tower,  as  of  the  3-cent  postal  issue.  Both  half  dollars  as  well  as  the  stamp 
are  common  and  easily  obtained  in  gem  condition. 
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United  States  Postage-California-Pacific  International  Exposition  Issue,  1935 

Scott  #  ””3  3-Cent  California-Pacific  Exposition 


United  States  Mint-California-Pacifie  International  Exposition  Issues,  1935-1936 

Breen#  ”516  Half  Dollar  1935-S  Obverse-Minerva  with  Shield,  Reverse-Chapel  of  St.  Francis 

7517  Half  Dollar  1936-D  Obverse-Minerva  with  Shield,  Reverse-Chapel  of  St.  Francis 

The  Texas  Centennial  Issues,  1936 


Texas  won  her  independence  from  Mexico  at  the  Battle  of  San  Jacinto  on  Apnl  21,  1836. 
To  commemorate  that  event  both  the  U.  S.  Mint  minted  half  dollars  and  the  U.  S.  Postal  Service 

printed  a  3-cent  stamp.  Although  not 
identical,  icons  of  The  Alamo,  General 
Sam  Houston,  and  Stephen  Austin,  are 
shared  as  well  as  the  Texas  Lone  Star. 
The  half  dollar  is  minted  not  only  in 
1936  but  also  in  1934,  1935,  1937,  and 
1938  with  issues  from  each  of  the 
three  mints.  It  is  this  abuse,  as  well  as 
others,  that  led  to  the  Congressional 
act  in  1939  to  ban  the  authorization  of 


prior  and  future  commemoratives. 


United  State  Postage-Texas  Centennial  Issue,  1936 


Scott#  776 

3-Cent  Stephen  Austin,  Sam  Houston,  The 

United  States  Mint-Texas  Centennial 

Breen  #  7501 

1934  Philadelphia 

Obverse-Eagle  over  Lone  : 

The  Alamo 

7502 

1935  Philadelphia 

Same 

7503 

1935  San  Francisco 

Same 

7504 

1935  Denver 

Same 

7505 

1936  Philadelphia 

Same 

7506 

1936  San  Francisco 

Same 

7507 

1936  Denver 

Same 

7508 

1937  Philadelphia 

Same 

7509 

1937  San  Francisco 

Same 

7510 

1937  Denver 

Same 

7511 

1938  Philadelphia 

Same 

7512 

1938  San  Francisco 

Same 

7513 

1938  Denver 

Same 
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The  Roanoke  Island  350th  Anniversary  Issue,  1937 

The  founding  of  the  first  English  colony  in  North  America  and  the  birth  of  Virginia  Dare 
are  the  events  for  issuance  of  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and  a  5-cent  stamp.  The  philatelic 
tie-in  is  that  of  Virginia  Dare,  the  first 

English  child 
bom  in 

America.  She 
is  depicted  on 
the  stamp  and 
the  reverse  of 
the  half  dollar. 

The  obverse  of 
the  coin  shows 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  sponsor  of  the  ill-fated  colony. 

United  States  Postage-Birth  of  Virginia  Dare  Issue,  1937 

Scott#  796  5-Cent  Birth  of  Virginia  Dare 

United  State  Mint-Roanoke  Island  350th  Anniversary  Issue,  1937 

Breen#  7558  Half  Dollar  Obverse-Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Reverse-Virginia  Dare 

Selection  of  Philatelic  Issues 

The  commemorative  stamps  and  coins  listed  are  a  sampling  of  the  many  produced.  They 
make  a  historic  and  colorful  addition  to  a  50-piece  type  set.  The  cost  of  quality  stamps  can  rival 
the  purchase  price  of  the  very  best  commemorative  coins;  just  take  a  look  at  the  latest  e-bay 
auction  prices.  Used  stamps  can  be  acquired  for  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  choice,  original  gum, 
never  hinged,  mint  stamps.  Be  careful  upon  acquisition  of  the  very  rare  issues,  the  Columbian 
$5  for  example,  and  buy  certified  stamps  or  from  a  reputable  dealer.  Here,  I  have  presented  only 
stamps  that  tie-in  to  classic  commemoratives,  many  exits  for  the  modem  commemorative  coin 
issues  as  well.  All  are  fun  to  collect. 
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An  Analysis  of  Silver  Proof-Like 
Classic  Commemorative  Coins 


By  Michael  k.  Garofalo,  LM-23 

As  an  interesting  adjunct  to  collecting  a  50  or  144  piece  classic  commemorative  coin  set,  it  would  be  a 
challenge  to  assemble  a  set  of  Proof-Like  certified  coins  Completing  a  collection  of  classic  commem- 
oratives  is  a  finite  project,  that  is,  you  know  the  number  of  coins  required  to  complete  the  set  The  same  is 
not  true  for  a  set  of  Proof-Like  coins,  as  most  types  of  commemorative  coins  have  not  been  certified  as 

Proof-Like. 

Certification 

While  it  certainly  isn't  mandatory  that  your  coins  be  certified,  determining  that  a  coin  is  Proof-Like  is 
certainly  an  extremely  subjective  issue.  Having  the  coin  graded  by  one  of  the  major  grading  services  is 
one  way  to  eliminate  that  subjectivity.  While  there  are  numerous  grading  services  in  the  marketplace,  I  will 
confine  my  comments  to  the  three  major  services  -  PCGS,  NGC  and  ANACS  Presently,  only  PCGS  is 
not  designating  coins  as  Proof-Like  I  inquired  as  to  why  PCGS  is  not  certifying  coins  as  Proof-Likes  and 
they  did  not  respond  to  my  inquiry  To  date,  NGC  has  certified  1,288  coins  as  Proof-Ltke,  while  ANACS 
has  designated  167  coins  These  “population  numbers”  are  fluid,  in  that  they  are  constantly  being  revised 
But  given  that  these  grading  services  have  been  in  business  for  nearly  20  years,  these  populations  are  a 
pretty  fair  indicator  of  overall  rarity  and  availability. 


ANACS  Graded  Proof-Like  Isabella  NGC  Graded  Proof-Like  Rhode  Island 
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Availability 

An  analysis  of  the  grading  service  population  reports  provides  the  following  interesting  statistics 


•  There  are  only  14  “type”  commems  that  have  been  certified  out  of  the  50  types  that  exist 

•  Of  these  14  types,  the  most  common  is  the  Columbian  Expo,  with  NGC  having  graded  499  coins 
in  total  of  both  dates;  ANACS  has  graded  119  coins  in  total  of  both  dates. 

•  Of  these  14  types,  the  least  common  types  are: 

o  1918  Lincoln-lllinois  -  1  graded  MS64  PL  by  NGC 
o  1920  Maine  Centennial  -  1  graded  MS64  PL  by  NGC 
Of  these  14  types,  the  only  types  that  have  adequate  populations  (i.e.,  more  than  25  coins 
certified)  are: 

•  Booker  T  Washington 
"  Boone 

■  Columbian  Expo 

■  New  Rochelle 

■  Rhode  Island 

■  Roanoke 

•  A  “complete”  set  of  certified  Proof-Like"  commemoratives  would  comprise  33  individual  issues 
and  would  include  7  individual  coins  that  have  a  certified  population  of  only  1  coin! 


1946 
■TW  Hi 


<s  >  V/ 


M 


m 

lit 


NGC  Graded  N1S64PE  BTW 


NGC  Graded  fdS63FL  Wash-Carver 


Valuations 

For  several  years,  I  have  been  interested  in  these  particular  coins  and  have  watched  the  price  levels 
being  established  -  at  major  coin  conventions,  at  numismatic  auctions  and  on  eBay.  While  the  most 
“common”  Columbian  Expo  coins  generally  trade  at  levels  approximating  30%  to  70%  over  dealer 
wholesale  “Bid”  for  their  respective  grades,  many  low  population  coins  routinely  trade  at  multiples  of  “Bid  ' 
For  example,  an  MS64  Delaware  is  wholesale  “bid”  at  $245.00.  An  NGC  graded  MS64  Proof-Like 
example  traded  on  eBay  recently  at  $950.00.  The  current  NGC  population  is  10  coins  in  that  grade  and 
19  coins  in  all  grades.  Was  that  a  relatively  good  buy7 
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What  t  that  MS64  Proof-Like  Maine  Centennial  coin  (population  ONE)  was  offered  to  you?  What  would 
he  a  reasonable  premium  for  that  rare  coin?  A  non-Proof-Like  MS64  Maine  is  wholesale  Bid  at  $240  00 
and  NGC  alone  has  graded  867  Maine  commemorative  coins  as  MS64,  yet  they  have  only  graded  ONE 
as  MS64  Proof-Like.  Is  two  times  Bid  fair?  Three  times  Bid?  Ten  times  Bid?  Twenty-five  times  Bid9  It 
really  depends  on  the  buyer  and  how  desperate  they  are  to  own  the  “only”  Proof-Like  Maine  Centennial 
coin  However,  there  is  a  caveat  that  must  be  mentioned.  At  the  beginning  of  this  article  I  mentioned  that 
these  numbers  were  fluid  as  more  and  more  coins  are  being  submitted  for  certification.  The  risk  enters 
the  picture  when  one  pays  a  huge  premium  for  a  “Population  One”  coin,  only  to  have  2,  3  or  more  coins 
certified  at  that  grade  (or  higher)  at  some  future  date  An  occurrence  such  as  that  can  greatly  diminish  the 
coins  value  and  salability.  What  can  a  person  do  to  protect  oneself  from  this  price  risk  while  still  pursuing 
these  elusive  coins9  A  wise  idea  may  be  to  only  buy  coins  that  you  really  enjoy1  Buying  what  you  enjoy  is 
the  safest  way  to  always  feel  comfortable  with  your  purchases.  It  is  fairly  sound  advice  for  any  hobby 

Analyzing  the  chart  at  the  end  of  this  article  gives  the  reader  some  interesting  ideas.  For  example,  should 
you  encounter  a  commemorative  coin  that  is  truly  Proof-Like,  yet  none  have  been  currently  certified,  what 
should  you  do9  I  would  think  that  the  most  prudent  course  of  action  would  be  to  purchase  this  coin  and 
have  it  certified  through  ANACS  (which  accepts  ANA-member,  non-dealer  submissions)  or  send  it  to  NGC 
via  a  reputable  dealer.  In  this  way  will  you  guarantee  that  the  coins  “Proof-Like-ness"  will  not  become  a 
subjective  argument  when  the  time  inevitably  comes  to  liquidate  the  coin. 

Conclusion 

What  you  collect  is  up  to  you.  Additionally,  the  price  that  you  feel  is  reasonable  that  you  will  have  to  pay 
for  any  particular  coin  is  also  a  matter  of  the  size  of  your  checkbook  and  your  personal  preference.  But 
the  relative  rarity  of  the  majority  of  these  issues  makes  certified  Proof-Like  commemoratives  a  specialty 
worthy  of  your  strong  consideration. 

Should  you  like  additional  information  or  have  any  questions  about  this  article,  please  contact  the  author 
at  (603)  553-6006. 

(Note  Article  reflects  views  of  author.) 
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NGC  Graded  MS64PL  BTW 
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Proof-Like  Silver  Commems 

NGC 

Average  Grade 

ANACS 

Average  Grades 

Net  Avg.  Grade 

Pop. 

Pop. 

Quarters: 

Isabella 

82 

5137  /  82  =  62.65 

23 

1491  /  23  =  64.83 

63.74 

Half  Dollars: 

-  -  •  I 

1 946-S  Booker  T  Washington 

10 

644  /  10  =  64.40 

64.40 

1947-S  Booker  T  Washington 

90 

5843  /  90  =  64.92 

2 

65 

64.92 

1948  Booker  T  Washington 

2 

65 

65.00 

1948-S  Booker  T  Washington 

26 

1683  /26  =  64.73 

1 

65 

64.74 

1949  Booker  T  Washington 

8 

518  /  8  =  64.75 

64.75 

1949-S  Booker  T  Washington 

1 

65 

65.00 

1 950-S  Booker  T  Washington 

45 

2930/45  =  65.11 

65.11 

1 951  -D  Booker  T  Washington 

1 

65 

65.00 

1 951  -S  Booker  T  Washington 

25 

1634  /25  =  65.36 

65.36 

1935-S  Boone 

1 

63 

63.00 

1936-S  Boone 

1 

64 

64.00 

1937  Boone 

6 

389/6  =  64.83 

64.83 

1937-D  Boone 

3 

64 

64.00 

1937-S  Boone 

121 

7832  /  121  =64.73 

4 

255/4  =  63.75 

64.70 

1938-S  Boone 

8 

510/8  =  63.75 

63.75 

1936  Cincinnati 

2 

64 

64.00 

1892  Columbian  Expo 

336 

21306  /  336  =  63.41 

67 

4174  /67  =  62.29 

63.23 

1893  Columbian  Expo 

163 

10313/  163  =  63.27 

52 

3228  /  52  =  62.08 

62.98 

1936  Delaware 

19 

1223  /  19  =  64.37 

64.37 

1 918  lllinois-Lincoln 

1 

64 

64.00 

1920  Maine 

1 

64 

64.00 

1938  New  Rochelle 

158 

10225/  158  =  64.72 

16 

1016  / 16  =  63.5 

64.60 

1936  Rhode  Island 

81 

5227/81  =  64.53 

64.53 

1936-S  Rhode  Island 

2 

125/2  =62.50 

62.50 

1937  Roanoke 

63 

4086/63  =  64.86 

2 

129/  2  =64.50 

64.85 

1935-S  San  Diego 

6 

390  /  6  =  65 

65.00 

1937-S  Texas 

8 

517/8  =  64.63 

64.63 

1951  Washington-Carver 

2 

63 

63.00 

1952-D  Washington-Carver 

8 

513/8  =64.13 

64.13 

1952-S  Washington-Carver 

2 

129  /  2  =  64.50 

64.50 

1953-D  Washington-Carver 

1 

64 

64.00 

1954-D  Washington-Carver 

5 

318/  5  =  63.60 

63.60 

Total  Current  Populations 

1288 

167 
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By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Back  in  1997,  I  had  highly  recommended  in  my  newsletter,  the  Swiatek  Report,  acquisition  of 
the  1997-W  Jackie  Robinson  uncirculated  commemorative  $5  gold  issue.  There  were 
approximately  4100  coins  sold  at  the  pre-issue  cost  of  $180.  When  the  regular  sale  price  of  $205 
went  into  effect,  this  gold  half  eagle  appeared  to  go  into  dormancy.  Only  another  400  pieces 
were  purchased.  When  permission  was  given  to  return  to  the  pre-issue  asking  price,  I  again 
called  for  its  acquirement  labeling  it  a  first  class  acquisition.  Fortunately  for  today's  owners, 
only  724  more  pieces  were  sold,  giving  us  a  total  production  of  just  5,174  pieces.  Today's  CDN 
Grevsheet  bid  is  $2,350! 

Unfortunately,  most  prospective  buyers  of  U.S.  Mint  commemorative  coinage  began  to 
disfavor  the  said,  as  well  as  today's  numismatically  successful  lower  mintage  productions, 
struck  from  1995.  Why?  They  were  tired  of  seeing  coin  values  of  the  1982-1994  productions 
head  south.  Mintages  were  just  too  high  for  any  real  secondary  market  to  materialize.  Thus, 
fewer  sales  and  lower  populations  were  the  aftereffect. 

The  introduction  of  the  50  State  Quarters  Program  which  acted  as  a  major  numismatic 
catalyst,  introduced  many  new  collectors  into  our  hobby.  Greater  attention  was  given  those  low 
mintage  productions,  such  as  the  1995-1996  Olympic  coinage,  the  1997  Law  Enforcement  issues, 
the  1996-W  Smithsonian  $5  UNC,  etc.  TV  marketmg  of  these  modern  commems,  especially 
encapsulated  by  NGC  and  rated  MS-69  through  PF-70  was  becoming  quite  popular.  Instant 
profits  on  e-Bay  were  realized  for  the  early  bird  U.S.  Mint  recipients  of  those  new  issues.  Ditto 
major  gams  for  those  lower  mintage  issues  when  sold.  And  yes,  let's  not  forget  the  1997-W 
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Jackie  Robinson  $5  UNC  which  was  a  $700  coin  in  late  1999  and  now  has  risen  to  the  $°  125 
CDN  Bid  level! 

Let  us  examine  our  classic  commemorative  coinage  (1892-1954)  for  those  verv-under  rated  or 
sleeper  issues.  First,  I've  chosen  the  Arkansas  Centennial  series. 


Scrutinize  these  Production  Figures: 


Date  Business 
Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

1935  13,000 

12 

4 

_ 

13,000 

1935-D  5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1935-S  5,500 

6 

4 

- 

5,500 

1936  10,000 

10 

4 

350 

9,650 

1936-D  10,000 

10 

4 

350 

9,650 

1936-S  10,000 

12 

4 

350 

9,650 

1937  5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1937-D  5,500 

5 

4 

- 

5,500 

1937-S  5,500 

6 

4 

- 

5,500 

1938  6,000 

6 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1938-D  6,000 

5 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1938-S  6,000 

6 

4 

2,850 

3,150 

1939  2,100 

4 

4 

- 

2,100 

1939-D  2,100 

4 

4 

- 

2,100 

1939-S  2,100 

5 

4 

- 

2,100 

I  want  to  focus  on  the  1939  P,  D,  S  coinage.  As  you  can  observe,  there  only  exists  a  mere 
2,100  pieces  struck  at  each  facility.  That  translates  into  a  one  bag  of  half  dollars  worth  $1,050 
face  value  or  one  bag  for  each  of  the  three  Mints  (P,  D,  S)  delivered  to  the  Arkansas  Centennial 
Commission.  Also,  be  aware  that  these  remembrance  or  souvenir  pieces  were  produced  as 
regular  circulating  coinage.  After  striking  they  were  counted,  bagged,  shipped  and  not  given 
the  tender  loving  care  as  received  by  current  modern  mint  comage.  What  do  you  believe  would 
happen  today  if  the  U.S.  Mint  were  to  announce  the  sale  of  a  three  piece  P,  D,  S  set  of  coins 
and/or  individual  offering  of  any  of  the  three  issues  flaunting  a  mintage  of  only  2,100  pieces? 
How  quickly  do  you  believe  such  an  offering  at  $50  each  or  even  $100  each  sh  uck  onlv  in  proof 
or  UNC  condition  would  be  sold  out?  Can  you  imagine  the  bickering  from  those  who  were 
shut  out? 

While  the  aforesaid  is  a  pipe  dream,  you  do  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire  such  a  coin(s) 
right  now!  Presented  are  Grey  sheet  Bid  values  for  the  1939  Arkansas  3-PC  set  graded  MS-63 
and  loftier: 


MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

$  685  $  840  $  2,600  $  7,200 
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CENSUS  OR  POPULATION  FIGURES 


MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1939-P 

NGC 

45 

166 

86 

10 

0 

PCGS 

147 

210 

113 

19 

1 

192 

376 

199 

29 

1 

1939-D 

NGC 

35 

153 

110 

24 

4 

PCGS 

140 

203 

145 

41 

4 

175 

356 

255 

65 

8 

1939-S 

NGC 

41 

145 

133 

35 

1 

PCGS 

113 

196 

163 

59 

3 

154 

341 

296 

94 

4 

One  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar  was  granted  the  lofty  grade  of  MS-68  bv  PCGS.  It 
brought  $29,900  at  Heritage's  Auction.  Concerning  coin  values,  there  was  a  1939-S  "Ark"  MS- 
67  which  brought  $5,500  at  auction,  while  another  sold  for  $7,500.  How  is  that  possible?  Just 
remember  value  is  based  on  the  corn's  make  up.  How  eye  appealing  is  the  coin?  Is  the  luster 
dull  or  flash v  or  somewhere  in  between?  How  strong  is  the  strike?  How  is  the  coin's  primary 
and  secondary  focal  areas  effected  by  the  size  of  surface  negatives  such  as  bag  marks  or  hairline 
scratches?  How  attractive  is  the  coin's  toning  if  present.  Does  it  flaunt  a  rainbow-like  play  of 
colors  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  coin,  or  is  the  toning  just  average  for  the  issue  or  just 
unattractive.  Is  the  coin  a  premium  quality  (PQ)  piece?  Upon  examination,  does  the  probable 
buyer  envision  the  coin  being  upgraded  by  one  or  even  two  points?  All  combine  to  establish  a 
value.  Howbeit,  according  to  current  Greysheet  values,  I  believe  the  1939  Arkansas  Centennial 
half  dollar  in  the  values  listed  in  the  presented  grades  is  very  undervalued.  Highly  recommend 
adding  this  issue  to  your  collection  in  grades  MS-63  and  higher  -  encapsulated  bv  the  major 
grading  services. 

Another  issue  to  consider  within  the  series  is  the  1938  Arkansas  P,D,S  set.  Its  original 
production  was  6,000  coins  from  each  of  the  mints.  That's  three  bags  of  2,000  pieces,  making  up 
each  facility's  production.  Lack  of  sales  caused  the  return  of  2,850  "Arks"  from  the  said  to  be 
returned  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  These  coins  were  scheduled  for  melting  and  possible 
reincarnation  mto  the  1939  issue.  Thus,  the  1938  date  flaunts  a  final  net  mintage  figure  of  only 
3,150  pieces!  I  previously  broached  the  imaginative  possibility  of  "what  if  the  U.S.  Mmt  were  to 
offer  a  com  with  a  2,100  mintage  or  even  lower?  Well  here  is  another  low  mintage  offering. 

Let's  study  its  values  and  census  figures. 


THE  1938  ARKANSAS  3-PC  SET  GREYSHEET  BID  VALUES 

MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

$  330  $  380  $  1,475  $4,950 
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CENSUS  OR  POPULATION  FIGURES 


MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1938-P 

NGC 

53 

166 

108 

24 

0 

PCGS 

149 

258 

164 

44 

7 

202 

424 

272 

68 

0 

1938-D 

NGC 

51 

165 

132 

36 

7 

PCGS 

126 

255 

185 

74 

8 

177 

420 

317 

110 

15 

1938-S 

NGC 

54 

158 

101 

17 

3 

PCGS 

155 

253 

135 

41 

0 

209 

411 

236 

58 

3 

None  of  this  issue  has  been  rated  MS-68  by  NGC  or  PCGS. 


Examining  these  census  figures,  I  strongly  believe  this  issue  is  quite  undervalued. 

Remember  that  the  above  values  are  for  a  3-piece  set.  Individual  dates  as  you  can  see  have  a 
lesser  population  and  are  worth  more. 

The  MS-67  population  is  quite  limited  for  the  1938  Arkansas  Centennial  Issue.  At  the 
August,  2004  Heritage  ANA  auction,  a  PCGS  MS-67  1938-P  example  which  is  frosty  white, 
brought  $8,050.  Ditto  a  PCGS  1938-D  encapsulation  that  is  a  lightly  toned  white  piece  with  light 
peripheral  toning.  An  even  nicer  MS-67  PCGS  1938-D  creation  displaying  exceptional  eve- 
appeal  with  light  dove  grey  toning  brought  $9,775  during  a  Heritage  November  2003  auction. 
As  previously  exclaimed,  a  coin's  value  is  contingent  upon  its  total  makeup  and  upgrade 
possibilities.  If  you  are  enthralled  by  the  aforementioned  insight,  good!  There  is  more  to  come. 
Would  you  believe  there  exists  rarer  and  equally  as  rare  issues  (mintage-wise)  than  the  1939 
Arkansas  Centennial  STRIKINGS?  They  exist  and  are  stupid-cheap! 

Behold  the  following  1934-1938  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  commemorative  halt  dollar  chart! 


PRODUCTION  FIGURES 


Date 

Business 

Assay 

Proofs 

Melted  Net 

Strikes 

Coins 

Mintage 

1934 

10,000 

7 

4^ 

10,000 

1935 

10,000 

10 

4? 

10,000 

1935-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

5,000 

1935-S 

5,000 

5 

4? 

5,000 

1935  (sm  ’34)10,000 

8 

4? 

10,000 

1935-D  (sm  ’34)2,000 

3 

4? 

2,000 

1935-S  (sm  ’34)2,000 

4 

4? 

2,000 

1936 

12,000 

12 

4? 

12,000 

1936-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

5,000 

25 


1936-S 

5,000 

6 

4? 

- 

5,000 

1937 

15,000 

10 

4^ 

5,200 

9,800 

1937-D 

7,500 

6 

4? 

5,000 

2,500 

1937-S 

5,000 

6 

47 

2,500 

2,500 

1938 

5,000 

5 

47 

2,900 

2,100 

1938-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

2,900 

2,100 

1938-S 

5,000 

6 

47 

2,900 

2,100 

Focus  your  eves  upon  the  1935  issue  with  small  date  1934.  Two  varieties  were  created  for  the 
vear  1935.  Variety  one  omitted  any  reference  to  Daniel  Boone's  birth.  When  the  error  was 
discovered,  the  Mint  added  a  small  1934  to  the  coin's  reverse  design,  just  above  the  words 
PIONEER  YEAR  to  represent  an  anniversary  date.  (A  companion  date,  1734,  the  year  of  his 
birth  is  omitted  entirely  from  the  issue:  Oh  well!) 

Only  2,000  of  these  pieces  were  struck  at  the  Denver  and  San  Francisco  branch  mints  for  the 
issue! 

The  Philadelphia  1935/34  or  1935  with  small  1934  added  is  a  common  type  com.  When 
figuring  out  the  3-pc  set  price,  don't  divide  by  three.  Divide  by  two  and  deduct  the  type  com 
value  for  the  prospective  acquisition  grade.  The  rare  census  coin  should  be  valued  higher. 
Let's  study  its  values  and  census  figures. 


1935/34  BOONE  3-PC  SET  GREYSHEET  BID  VALUES 

MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

$  630  $  850  $  1,550  $2,700 


CENSUS  OR  POPULATION  FIGURES 


MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

MS -68 

1935/34  NGC 

40 

252 

390 

195 

36 

0 

PCGS 

193 

570 

529 

175 

29 

2 

233 

822 

919 

370 

65 

2 

1935/34  NGC 

17 

87 

122 

96 

45 

5 

PCGS 

70 

139 

205 

122 

35 

4 

87 

226 

327 

218 

80 

9 

1935/34-S  NGC 

16 

109 

154 

65 

13 

4 

PCGS 

78 

191 

169 

75 

14 

2 

94 

300 

323 

140 

27 

6 

Based  on  current  Greysheet  values,  this  issue  is  very  undervalued,  especially  in  MS-65  and 
loftier  condition.  There  is  currently  slabbed  nine  MS-68  1935/34  Denver  strikings  and  six  MS- 
68  San  Francisco  pieces.  Only  two  Boones  struck  at  Philadelphia  of  the  1935/34  issue  were 
graded  MS-68.  WOW!  During  the  2004  Heritage  ANA  auction,  a  PCGS  MS-68  P  Mint,  as  well 
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as  a  D  Mint  encapsulation  brought  $21,850!  Both  were  lovely  eye  appealing  examples.  A 
Wonderful  2000  mintage  rarity  to  include  in  your  collection,  in  all  grades. 

The  other  issue  which  is  equally  as  rare  -mintage  wise-  as  the  1939  Arkansas  creation  is  the 
1938  Boone  issue. 

All  three  PDS  pieces  have  the  same  2100  mintage.  Check  the  census  for  individual  rarity.  Let 
us  ponder  its  values  and  population  figures: 


THE  1938  BOONE  3-PC  Set  GREYSHEET  BID  VALUES 

MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

$  790  $925  $1,325  $2,400 

CENSUS  OR  POPULATION  FIGURES 


MS-63 

MS -64 

MS-65 

MS -66 

MS-67 

MS-68 

1938-P 

NGC 

18 

105 

138 

57 

5 

0 

PCGS 

62 

179 

240 

87 

11 

1 

80 

284 

378 

144 

16 

1 

1938-D 

NGC 

16 

80 

135 

95 

21 

3 

PCGS 

52 

171 

213 

130 

40 

2 

68 

251 

348 

225 

51 

5 

1938-S 

NGC 

23 

105 

119 

75 

22 

1 

PCGS 

74 

186 

169 

90 

21 

1 

97 

291 

288 

165 

43 

2 

One  1938-D  Boone  Bicentennial  half  was  granted  the  glorious  grade  of  MS-69  by  NGC. 
WOW!  Wish  it  were  mine.  A  1938-P  striking  rated  MS-68  by  PCGS  attained  a  value  of  $25,300 
at  the  aforesaid  auction.  Hopefully,  it  was  your  coin. 

In  the  loftier  grades  of  MS-66  the  1939  Arkansas  production  is  the  rarest  of  all  the  issues 
discussed  here.  Howbeit,  these  low  mintage  strikings  offer  collectors  of  all  budget  extensities 
the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  very  undervalued  and  highly  recommended  coinage,  whose 
mintage  figures  we  may  never  see  again! 


Reprinted  with  permission:  CDN  Monthly  Supplement  Newsletter,  December  10,  2004 
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The  1936  Lynchburg 

Sesquicentennial  Celebrations 


By  David  Provost,  R-2162 

The  City  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia  can  trace 
its  formal  roots  to  1757  when  John  Lynch,  son 
of  Charles  Lynch,  Sr.,  a  wealthy  landowner  in 
central  Virginia,  initiated  a  ferry  service  across 
the  James  River  north  of  the  village  of  New 
London  (Note  1).  The  service  was  set  up  to 
facilitate  easier  trade  between  central  and 
northern  Virginia  and  helped  establish  the 
village  of  Lynch’s  Ferry  as  an  important  center 
of  colonial  trade  (Note  2). 

As  the  village  grew,  John  Lynch  recognized 
that  the  location  was  well  suited  for  further 
development.  In  1784,  Lynch  petitioned  the 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia  for  a  town 
charter,  wishing  to  establish  a  town  on  45  acres 
of  land  that  he  already  owned  as  result  of  an 
inheritance  from  his  father.  In  October  of 
1786,  the  charter  was  granted  and  the  town  of 
Lynchburg  was  established.  The  charter  called 
for  a  town  comprised  of  “lots  of  half  an  acre 
each  with  convenient  streets”  and  for  the  lots  to 
be  sold  via  public  auction  “for  the  best  price 
that  can  be  had  ...  (Note  3).” 

Though  it  was  marked  by  a  US 
commemorative  coin,  the  1936  sesquicentennial 
of  the  issuance  of  the  charter  for  Lynchburg 
was  not  an  event  of  national  prominence.  In 
fact,  it  was  arguably  not  even  an  event  worthy 
of  much  note  across  Virginia.  It  was 
enthusiastically  celebrated  by  the  City  of 
Lynchburg  with  a  weeklong  schedule  of  events 
“befitting  the  dignity  and  honor  of  such  an 
occasion  (Note  4).” 

Coordination  of  the  celebration  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Lynchburg  Sesqui¬ 
centennial  Association,  the  same  organization 


that  sponsored  the  commemorative  half  dollar. 
To  help  mark  the  event,  Louis  E.  Lichford, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Lynchburg,  proclaimed 
the  week  of  October  1 1th  to  16th  as  “Lynchburg 
Sesquicentennial  Week.”  In  addition  to  cele¬ 
brating  the  charter  anniversary,  the  week-long 
celebrations  were  also  meant  to  “honor  those 
noble  characters  of  the  past,  the  fathers  and 
mothers  of  our  city,  in  whose  lives  we  find  a 
justifiable  pride  (Note  5).” 

The  local  celebrations  took  many  forms, 
and  included  special  religious  services  to  open 
the  events,  the  opening  of  a  Sesqui-Centennial 
Museum,  dedication  of  multiple  historical 
markers,  numerous  addresses,  dances  and 
banquets  and  the  staging  of  “Lynchburg  -  City 
of  Seven  Hills,”  an  historical  pageant  (Note  6). 

The  “Lynchburg  -  City  of  Seven  Hills” 
pageant  presented  the  history  of  the  city 
through  twelve  ‘episodes,’  each  of  which 
presented  a  particular  chapter  from  the  city’s 
150-year  history.  The  pageant  was  staged  four 
times  over  the  course  of  the  celebration  week, 
and  was  begun  each  night  with  a  welcoming 
address  by  Queen  Lynchburg,  the  Queen  of  the 
Pageant  and  the  presentation  of  Miss  Virginia 
and  Miss  Columbia.  The  cast  for  the  pageant 
numbered  in  the  hundreds,  with  many  of  the 
individual  episodes  involving  50  to  100 
individual  players. 

An  interesting  note  about  the  pageant  was 
that  it  was  staged  by  the  John  B.  Rogers 
Producing  Co.  of  Fostoria,  Ohio.  While  the 
company  was  known  for  its  staging  of  similar 
plays  and  pageants  across  the  country, 
collectors  of  wooden  money  will  likely 
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recognize  John  B.  Rogers  as  the  leading 
manufacturer  of  commemorative  wooden 
money  for  cities  and  organizations  across  the 
country  during  the  1930s  and  for  decades  after. 

Another  element  of  the  celebration  that 
presented  the  development  of  Lynchburg  over 
its  150  years  was  the  opening  of  a  special 
Exhibition  Hall.  The  City  Armory  served  as 
the  Exhibition  Hall  and  hosted  an  exhibition 
titled  “A  Century-and-a-Half  of  Progress.” 
The  exhibition  presented  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  various  Lynchburg 
businesses  and  industries  since  the  city’s 
founding.  The  Exhibition  Hall  Committee 
selected  the  oldest  local  business  in  each 
industrial  category  to  be  included  in  the 
exhibition  and  oversaw  the  presentations  of 
each.  The  exhibition  was  open  to  the  public 
throughout  the  celebration  week  and  was  free 
of  charge  to  all  visitors. 

Also  included  among  the  various 
celebrations  was  the  presentation  of  the  first 
Lynchburg  commemorative  half  dollar  to  be 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  “first 
coin”  was  presented  to  the  man  depicted  on  the 
obverse  of  the  coin  -  Senator  Carter  Glass. 
The  presentation  ceremony  was  held  in  Miller 
Park  on  Wednesday,  October  14lh  -“Virginia 
Day”  -  and  kicked  off  at  2:30  p.m.  Colonel 
Edwin  A.  Halsey,  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  made  the  presentation  to  Senator 
Glass.  The  “first  coin”  presentation  was 
followed  by  an  address  by  Virginia  Governor 
George  C.  Peery. 

The  highlight  of  the  final  day  of  the 
celebration,  Friday,  October  16th  -“Charter 
Day”  -  was  the  parade  staged  in  the  city's 
downtown  district.  The  parade  included 
marchers  and  floats  representing  various 
military  units,  civic  and  fraternal  organizations, 
schools  and  colleges  and  local  businesses.  It 
also  included  multiple  bands  and  drum  and 
bugle  corps. 

So,  while  the  sesquicentennial  of 
Lynchburg’s  charter  was  never  an  event 
embraced  by  the  nation  as  a  whole,  it  was 
certainly  marked  with  reverence  and 
enthusiasm  by  its  citizens.  Was  it  worthy  of  a 
commemorative  half  dollar?  Likely  not.  But 


taking  pride  in  one’s  city  and  its  history  should 

never  be  faulted  -  and  who  can  blame  the 

Lynchburg  Sesqui-Centennial  Association  for 

seeking  and  securing  a  lasting  national  tribute’ 

Notes: 

(1)  While  history  credits  John  Lynch  with 
starting  the  ferry  service,  it  is  very  likely 
that  the  venture’s  business  plan  and 
operational  details  were  initially  mapped 
out  by  his  father,  Charles  Lynch,  Sr., 
before  he  died  in  1753.  The  elder  Lynch 
had  previously  operated  a 

ferry  service  in  Virginia  on  the  Rivanna 
River  and  was  much  more  likely  to 
understand  the  business’  requirements  than 
John,  who  was  just  17  at  the  time  the  ferry 
service  was  launched. 

(2)  The  location  of  the  ferry  service  was  very 
near  where  an  old  buffalo  trail  crossed  the 
James  River  and  where  colonial  traders  had 
continued  to  cross  with  horses  carrying 
goods  and  supplies. 

(3)  From  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  as  reprinted  in  TJie  Saga  of  A  City, 
an  official  publication  of  the  Lynchburg 
Sesqui-Centennial  Association. 

(4)  From  the  “Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial 
Week”  proclamation  issued  by  Lynchburg 
Mayor  Louis  E.  Lichford. 

(5)  From  the  official  program  of  the 
Lynchburg  Sesqui-Centennial  Celebration. 

(6)  The  “Seven  Hills”  of  Lynchburg  referred 
to  in  the  pageant's  title  are:  College  Hill, 
Daniel's  Hill,  Diamond  Hill,  Federal  Hill, 
Franklin  Hill,  Garland  Hill  and  White  Rock 
Hill. 
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HOMECOMING  DAY 
OCTOBER  13,  1936 


One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Years  Ago  INFORMATION  and  INSTRUCTIONS 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago — before  the  Constitution  of  £qj.  Qfdenng  the  COinS 

the  United  States  was  written,  before  George  Washington  was 
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Mr.  Mehl  and  His  Little  Tan  Book 


By  David  Provost,  R-2162 

[  here  is  little  debate  over  the  fact  the  B.  Max  Mehl  is  on  the  short  list  of  the  most 
impactful  numismatic  personalities  of  the  20th  century.  He  was  a  consummate 
businessman  and  promoter  who  drove  interest  in  the  hobby  like  few  others  of  his  era. 
Many  collectors  are  familiar  with  his  publishing  efforts  through  his  Star  Rare  Com 
Encyclopedia,  a  coin  catalog  that  he  self-published  for  many  years. 


T7, 


UNITED  STRTES 


i  !*  <i 


B.  MAX  M  E.  H  L. 


N.IMiSWAT  S” 

*  V.*-  1  r*  T  . 

[j*  !>&»*<*  *S  ■*!»  )  *  AJTl 

•:  ■  1 


PBEOHI 


Lesser  known  is  his  effort  on  behalf  of 
the  US  commemorative  series.  In 
January  of  1937,  Mehl  published  The 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  small,  tan  booklet  of  60  pages 
that,  more  or  less,  presented  each  coin  of 
the  series  on  a  single  4-1/8”  x  7-1/4” 
page.  Each  issue  is  illustrated  via 
obverse  and  reverse  photographs  of 
reasonable  quality. 

The  brief  work  covers  all  of  the  silver 
and  gold  issues  through  the  Albany  half 
dollar,  with  previews  of  the  authorized 
but  not  yet  released  Columbia,  SC;  New 
Rochelle;  Delaware;  Virginia  Dare  — Sir 
Walter  Raleigh;  and  Gettysburg  coins. 

The  booklet  is  clearly  not  the  work  of  a 
dedicated  numismatic  researcher.  To  be 
fair,  however,  I  doubt  Mehl's  intention 
was  the  presentation  of  "serious 
research.”  Mehl  was  an  active  dealer 
during  the  height  of  the  mid-1930s 
"commemorative  frenzy”  and  the 
booklet  simply  served  as  just  another 
promotional  tool  for  his  business.  As  an 
active  dealer,  however,  Mehl  was  in  a 


position  to  offer  interesting  commentary  on  the  series.  He  does  so  sparingly,  but  some 
of  his  quips  and  left-handed  compliments  will  bring  a  chuckle. 
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The  illustrated  page  describing  the  1936  Cincinnati  Musical  Center  issue  will  give  you  a 
sense  of  Meld's  "style''  —  a  few  factual  comments,  a  few  mintage  statistics  and  a  nice 
dose  of  sarcasm  to  round  things  out! 

In  addition  to  coverage  of  the 
commemorative  series,  the  booklet  also 
includes  a  "Brief  History  of  tire  Meld 
Numismatic  Establishment."  The  two- 
page  chronicle  of  Meld's  career  as  a 
numismatic  dealer  is  an  interesting  close  to 
this  wonderful  little  volume. 

While  not  exactly  common,  this  68-year- 
old  volume  can  be  found  with  a  bit  of 
searching  —  online  auction  sites  are  a  good 
avenue.  How  much  should  you  expect  to 
pay  for  a  copy?  I  paid  just  $12.00  for  my 
verv  nicely  preserved  copy.  I've  seen  them 
go  for  under  $10  and  for  a  bit  more  than 
$20.  I  would  consider  any  price  in  that 
range  a  fair  price  for  such  an  intriguing 
piece  of  numismatic  literature  and  hobby 
history. 

Happy  Collecting! 
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TALKING 

COMMEMORATIVES 


If  you  step  on  my  foot  again, 

I  will  have  veal  cutlets  for  dinner! 


Anagram  for  “THE  TRAIL” 

“AH  LITTER” 


Help  Wanted:  Golden  Harvest  Contest? 

By  David  Provost,  R-2162 

This  is  a  call  to  all  SUSCC  members!  I’d  like  to  enlist  your  help  in  learning  more  about  the  “Golden 
Harvest  Contest”  sponsored  by  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  Memorial.  1  first  learned  of  the 
contest  when  I  acquired  the  letter  illustrated  here  as  part  of  a  package  that  included  the  BTW  “Gems  oi 
Wisdom”  com  holder.  So  far,  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  my  research  efforts  regarding  the  contest. 

If  you  have  any  information  about  the  contest,  please  contact  me  via  email  at  commems@aol.com  or 
by  postal  mail  at  PO  Box  754,  Morrisville,  NC  27560.  I  will  publish  whatever  I  learn  about  the  contest 
in  a  future  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  with  all  appropriate  credits  given. 

Thanks  in  advance  for  your  help! 

Editor’s  Note:  In  the  last  issue  we  forgot  to  include  the  Golden  Harvest  Contest  page 
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S.  J.  PutULiri 

FoumJjw  . 


Pinr-i.**  National  Ban i 

Trtmurtr 

Rocky  Mount.  Va. 


national  program  bated  on 
Booker  T.  Washington's 
philosophy  of  raeial 
uruier  standing 


Dear  Friend: 


iWtar  (L.  pSastyngtcm  ^irtijplatc  (iRrmaral 

Incoju-okated  under  the  Law*  or  the  Commonwealth  or  Virginia 
[a  NON-ITROriT  OECANOATJORj 

Established  at  His  Birthplace  in  Franklin  County,  Virginia,  to  Commemorate 
His  Life  and  to  Perpetuate  Hit  Ideals  and  Teachings 

Booker  Washington  Birthplace,  Vircinia 


Practical  Training  Center)  »n 
Agriculture  and  Industry, 
emphasizing  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  LaOor 


I  would  like  to  thank  you  personally  for  your  generous  response  to  our  appeal  for  con¬ 
tributions  to  help  build  a  Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  Service  Memorial,  but  I  must 
be  content  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  in  this  letter.  I  appreciate  your  generous 
response  to  our  appeal  for  funds,  and  I  thank  you  sincerely.  I  hope  you  win  a  big  prize. 

No  entries  in  our  Golden  Harvest  Contest  have  been  judged  and  we  will  not  know  who  the 
winners  are  until  after  May  28,  1950,  which  is  the  closing  date.  We  do  not  know  now 
whether  the  entry  you  submitted  is  correct  or  incorrect.  We  will  not  know  this  until  the 
judging  takes  place  after  the  contest  closes.  If  at  that  time  you  are  tied  with  others, 
since  this  is  likely  because  the  contest  is  national,  then  tie-breakers  will  be  sent  as 
outlined  in  the  rules  which  were  sent  to  you. 

In  keeping  with  our  promise,  we  are  enclosing  herewith  real  cash  money  in  the  form  of  a 
Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial  Half  Dollar.  These  Half  Dollars  are  collectors'  items  and 
may  some  day  be  worth  a  large  premium. 

Your  contribution  to  the  great  cause  of  helping  to  perpetuate  the  ideals  and  teachings 
of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  to  make  possible  a  Service  Memorial  which  is  designed  to 
help  future  generations  is  greatly  appreciated  and  is  a  source  of  encouragement  to  us. 

I  am  enclosing  a  piece-  of  literature  which  I  think  might  interest  you. 

On  behalf  of  our  Trustee  Board,  and  as  President,  I  wish  to  thank  you  again  most  heartily 
for  your  cooperation.  A  self-addressed  envelope  is  enclosed  for  your  convenience  and 
if  you  send  an  additional  donation,  please  tear  off  the  bottom  part  of  this  letter 
immediately  below  and  send  it  along. 

Yours  truly. 


Your  Official  Contest 
Entry  Number  it: 

Ota  this  NnmUr  on  CamipcnUmCe 


N?  9145D 


S.  J.  PHILLIPS.  President 


7-  7 

i 

=***■  -  •t’T**  ■ 


35 


Did  ‘ You  i Buy  JAny 
1996  D‘V  V.S.  Commemorative s? 


If  you  did,  give  yourself  a  pat  on  the  back. 


By  Gary  Beedon 

As  some  of  you  know,  the  1996  BU  U.S.  commemorative  com  issues  are  among  your  SUSCC 
editor's  favorites  of  the  modern  commemoratives.  I  have  had  a  tough  time  locating  some  of 
them  over  the  past  few7  years  at  reasonable  or  unreasonable  prices.  Many  are  getting  much  more 
difficult  to  locate  these  days.  The  mintages  are  low,  except  for  possibly  the  half  dollars.  Most  of 
these  corns  are  getting  more  difficult  to  find.  If  you  have  been  successful  in  locating  some  of 
them,  give  yourself  a  pat  on  the  back! 

Yes,  the  1996  BU  issues  are  winners,  even  if  bought  at  retail  prices  in  the  past;  you  are  still 
ahead.  How7  about  the  future  for  1996  issues?  In  my  opinion  the  future  is  still  looks  great  for 
most  of  them.  1  am  not  sure  about  the  1996-S  Swimming  half  dollar,  as  it  seems  to  be  a  bit 
pricey.  Even  the  1996-S  Soccer  half  seems  a  little  pricey,  but  there  may  be  reasons  that  I  am 
unaware  of  at  this  time.  Watch  the  Community  Service*  and  the  four  1996  Atlantic  Olympic* 
dollars  continue  to  head  upward.  For  modern  commemoratives  1996  contains  a  winning  crop, 
which  is  still  growring! 

Grades  for  most  of  the  modern  1996  BU  U.S.  commemoratives  seem  to  run  from  about  MS-68 
to  MS-69.  Of  course  there  are  some  in  lower  "MS"  or  mint  state  grades  and  a  small  number  in 
MS-70  for  many  of  the  issues.  As  for  grades  in  MS-65  and  lower,  these  could  be  called  "low7" 
grade  coins  by  some!  Due  to  copyrights  and  grades/ prices  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  pricing 
type  publications,  they  have  been  omitted.  Retail  prices  below  are  approximate.  © 


1996  BU  Half  Dollars  (clad) 

1996-S  Soccer 

(Mintage; 

52,836) 

=  Retail  $90 

1996-S  Swimming 

(Mintage; 

49,533) 

=  Retail  $150 

1996  BU  Dollars  (silver) 

1996-D  Rowing* 

(Mintage; 

16,258) 

=  Retail  $325 

1996-D  Tennis* 

(Mintage: 

15,983) 

~  Retail  $275 

1996-D  Wheelchair* 

(Mintage: 

14,497) 

=  Retail  $375 

1996-D  High  Jump* 

(Mintage: 

15,697) 

»  Retail  $350 

1996-S  Community  Service* 

(Mintage: 

23,500  CP  or  23,468  RB) 

=  Retail  $275 

1996-D  Smithsonian 

(Mintage: 

31,230  CP  or  30,593  RB) 

=  Retail  $150 

1996  BU  Five  Dollars  (gold) 

1996-W  Caldron 

(Mintage: 

9,210) 

=  Retail  $450 

1996-W  Flag  Bearer 

(Mintage: 

9,174) 

=  Retail  $450 

1996-D  Smithsonian 

(Mintage: 

21,772  CP  or  21,840  RB) 

-  Retail  ? 

CP  =  Coin  Prices 
RB  =  Red  Book 
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Hew  Dollars? 

Who  says  a  commemorative 
has  to  be  round? 


Membership  Application 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 


I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 


•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 


•  Annual  Dues  (USA):  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 


Name 


Address 


City* 


State  and  Zip  Code 


Telephone  Number  or  E-mail  address 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


Signature  of  Sponsor  (optional) 


Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


